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The discourse on the liberalisation of trade in goods and services between and among states has been fraught with claims and counter-claims as to the benefits and comparative social and economic costs of entering this web of complex interdependence. However, it remains essential that critical observations be made of the gendered nature of international and inter-regional trade regimes and their specific impact on women and other disenfranchised and marginalized groups within the Caribbean region. Women’s Edge, an international feminist coalition of individuals and organizations, speculates that international arrangements and agreements such as the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) can “work to ensure that global trade works for women.”
 However, it is necessary to integrate a gender perspective into the negotiating process in order to identify and address the special needs of women.

In other words, when re-examining the positive and negative implications of proposed economic and development polices and programmes, it is essential that, particularly within the Caribbean context, governments and agencies reference systemic socio-economic gender inequalities and the role which these play in undermining and reinforcing the special needs of women and families. It is also critical that in viewing free trade through a ‘gendered lens’, focus is given to the bases of defining its advantages and disadvantages; from whose perspective is a liberal trade regime advantageous, why and why is this perspective preponderant throughout the ongoing debates.

The following paper brings focus to bear upon the proposed FTAA and the participation of Caribbean economies and societies in highlighting the importance of a strategic gender analysis within the context of socio-economic models which have relied upon the integration of women in both public and private spheres since its creation. The discussion will introduce the concept of gender as an alternate perspective in the analysis of the extent to which liberal trade is harmful to the Caribbean region.  
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